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of the universe, They fought Satan as if they saw him
face to face; they struggled to drag the souls of men from
the edge of eternal torment; they seized the shoulders
of the sleepers and bade them wake and be saved; they
could not rest, nor find lasting pleasure in life, while thou-
sands of their fellow-creatures were sinking into everlast-
ing ruin ignorant of the means of obtaining everlasting
felicity; their whole existence was an agony to rouse the
torpid souls of a perishing world.

There is really nothing to excuse in the fervour and in-
citements of such men as William Booth if we remember
their honest convictions. On the other hand, the frigid
and decorous lives of their orthodox contemporaries, if we
consider their theological foundation, demand an apology
so subtle and tortuous that it might baffle even the cunning
of a Newman to give it any form of expression short of
the grotesque.

Sydney Smith's essay on ** Methodism," which diverted
readers of The Edinburgh Rewew and gave an elabo-
rate satisfaction to the erudite Establishment, makes no
mention whatever of this foundational teaching of the
Church, ** The Methodists/' he said, " are always desirous
of making men more religious than it is possible, from the
constitution of human nature, to make them/* Whether
he ever preached a sermon from the text, " Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for
they shall be filled/' or from the injunction, " Be ye there-
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is
perfect/1 we do not know and are not greatly concerned
to discover; but much would we give and to great pains
would we most willingly put ourselves to ascertain the pre-
cise condition of the delightful and witty Canon's state of
mind when reciting at public worship those pronouncements
of the Church which declare the everlasting damnation of
the wicked.

But the only serious question for the reader of this
history concerns the honesty of the Booths. Did they
really believe what they taught? Did they conscientiously
and implicitly hold as the very truth of existence that
escape from Hell could only be secured by faith in the